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From the Rabbi's Desk
The civil New Year seems like a good time to 
write about something off the top of my head.  
No, actually I’m going to write about some-
thing ON the top of my head – a kippah!

The Religious Practices Committee (RPC) 
recently opened a discussion of practices and 
sensibilities around wearing head coverings at 
CAA. It is a great topic to talk about, and the 
conversation will continue.

In the meantime, I’d like to provide some infor-
mation about wearing a kippah, a.k.a. yarmulke.  
I’d also like to share some personal experiences 
and thoughts on the topic.  Kippah – the Hebrew 
word for a small head-covering – literally 
means “dome,” a good description of the shape 
of most kippot (plural).  Yarmulke (pronounced 
“YA-ma-ka”) is the Yiddish word, derived from 
the Polish jarmulka, meaning “skullcap.”  

A lovely but probably inaccurate folk etymol-
ogy for the word Yarmulke suggests that it origi-
nated from an Aramaic phrase “Yira Malka” -- 
awe of the King.  Although the Aramaic origin 
is doubtful, the translation “awe of the King” 
reveals the core purpose of wearing a kippah:  to 
respectfully acknowledge the presence of G-d.

Unsurprisingly, Jewish sources present a vari-
ety of opinions about when and whether a kip-
pah should be worn. The earliest layer of Jewish 
text in this conversation is the Talmud (BT 

Shabbat 156b), which states "Cover your head 
in order that the fear of Heaven may be upon 
you.” Another Talmudic passage (BT Kiddushin 
31a) states “Rabbi Hunah ben Joshua never 
walked 4 cubits (6.6 feet) with his head uncov-
ered. He explained: ‘Because the Divine 
Presence is always over my head.’”

These (and later) Rabbinic texts notwithstana-
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Introduction to Piyyutim . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
CAA Movie Nights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 -5
CAA Book Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Jewish Artists and Abstract . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Impressionism
See inside for details.

January/February
Jan. 5 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Jan. 6 Meditation 9:00 AM
 Naming Shabbat-Torah 10:00 AM 
 Service-Shemot
 Ma’ariv Service 6:30 PM
 Yahrzeit Concert 7:00 PM
Jan. 8 Yahrzeit Minyan – Kaufman  5:30 PM 
 & Rodolitz with Pizza
Jan. 10 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Jan. 12 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Jan. 19 Kavanah Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Jan. 20 CAA Movie Night – “The  7:00 PM 
 Marvelous Mrs. Maisel”
Jan. 24 CAA Book Club –  7:00 PM 
 “The Secret Chord”
Jan. 25 Rodolitz Minyan with Pizza 5:00 PM
Jan. 26 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Jan. 27 Shabbat Shira Torah Service 10:00 AM 
 at CAA
Feb. 2 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Feb. 3 Introduction to Piyyutim 7:00 PM 
 with Rabbi Loewenthal
Feb. 9 Shabbat at Host Homes 7:00 PM 
 (Bieber, Katz, Rubin)
Feb. 14 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Feb. 16 Exuberant Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Feb. 17  Outdoor Shabbat – Stonewall 10:00 AM 
 Farm, snowshoe or hike
Feb. 21 "Jewish Artists and Abstract 7:00 PM  
 Impressionism" with Jennifer Cohen
Feb. 23 Kavanah Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Feb. 24 CAA Movie Night – “Lenny” 7:00 PM
Feb. 28 Purim Service 6:30 PM
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ing, a diversity of customs 
arose among the global 
Jewish Peoplehood. These 
practices have ranged from 
wearing a kippah all the time, 
to a principled specific rejec-
tion of ever wearing a kip-
pah, with many in-between 
stances.  In most of the mod-
ern non-Orthodox communities 
I’ve participated in, a common standard is for 
a kippah to be worn during prayer or any activ-
ity that would be accompanied by a blessing – 
such as Jewish study or eating.

That was approximately where I started when 
I first began wearing a kippah. I put one on 
when I walked into the synagogue, anticipating 
study or prayer. Later, when making blessings 
on food became part of my practice, I would 
don a kippah or other head-covering at home or 
at a restaurant. 

Over time, two threads pulled me towards 
wearing a kippah at all times. One was the con-
cept that wearing a kippah was a visual and kin-
esthetic reminder that there is a Being higher 
than myself. I sometimes felt G-d’s presence in 
synagogue during Shabbat prayers. Even more 
reliably, I always felt G-d’s presence when 
bicycling through the glorious natural world. 
Should I ignore G-d’s presence in the world 
simply because I wasn’t in a building? Over 
time, that began to seem odd to me. Shouldn’t 
I always cover my head to acknowledge that 
G-d’s presence is everywhere?

The other thread that pulled me towards head 
covering was a growing recognition that I 
wanted to be “a serious Jew.” That means 
different things to different people. To me, it 
meant that I wanted Jewish practice and Jewish 
sensibilities to infuse and frame my daily life. 

At the end of the annual Jewish Educators 
conference I attended, I would take off the 
kippah I’d been wearing for several days. One 
year though, as I waited for a taxi, I watched 
my colleagues removing their bobby pins and 
kippot. Suddenly a strong feeling arose in me 
that I didn’t want to remove my kippah. I didn’t 
want to put my Jewishness away in a pocket. I 
wanted to be Jewish full time.

I love wearing a kippah. It helps me feel humil-
ity before G-d.  At the same time it serves as a 
physical reminder to me of G-d’s presence and 
G-d’s support. 

My kippah also functions like a “How’s my 
driving?” bumper sticker. I am making a 
public statement that I am striving to live in 
accordance with strong Jewish values. Were I 
to become impatient while waiting in line and 
feel tempted to cut the line, my kippah would 
keep me from slipping. 

My kippah also functions as a conversation 
starter, like a button on my lapel, saying “Yes! 
Ask me about Judaism!” As a rabbi and edu-
cator, I enjoy providing information about 
Judaism.  People who come from other faith 
traditions often ask interesting and thoughtful 
questions. Jews who are alienated from Jewish 
tradition or removed from Jewish practice 
often use my kippah as an opening to ask for 
support in navigating their own relationship to 
Judaism.

A kippah is nothing more than a flimsy piece 
of fabric, yet it represents some deep issues. 
Here I have written about the kippah’s reli-
gious significance to me. There is much more 
to say, including about being a kippah-wearing 
woman. I’ll close with a humorous frequent 
encounter.

Person: I didn’t know that women could wear 
yarmulkes.

Me: Apparently we can.

Rabbi Loewenthal

A Letter from the President
We are in the midst of the celebration of 
Hanukkah as I write this. The lights of the 
menorahs, more specifically, hanukiot, fill the 
sanctuary, while delicious 
latkes fill our stomachs.  
Most importantly, we feed 
our spirit by sharing joyous 
song, dance and community.

Many thanks to Malcolm 
Katz (aka “Latke 1”) and 
Jerry Kaufman (“Latke 2”) 
and their fryers:  Paul Bieber, 
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Roye Ginsberg, Jay Kahn, and Marty Reisig.  
Thanks also to the indefatigable CAA Cleanup 
Crew: Elaine Bieber, Selena Katz, Riki and 
Mitch Greenwald, and Harry Reisig.

January and February are the darkest days of 
the year, yet at Congregation Ahavas Achim we 
have many opportunities to come together as a 
community.  A variety of Shabbat experiences 
on Friday nights and Saturday mornings are 
augmented by parsha of the week, adult study 
sessions and Hebrew classes.  Our monthly 
movie nights make for a fun Saturday night 
out and our book club discussions are always 
engaging.

There are several yahrzeit minyanim scheduled 
in January, including a concert in memory of 
the Rabbi's father, Herbert Loewenthal,z”l, on 
January 6th. There will be a brief service and 
then the beautiful music of our own Virginia 
Eskin, world class pianist. Dessert will follow 
the concert.

Additionally, on January 8, there will be a yah-
rzeit minyan to jointly remember the fathers of 
Jerry Kaufman and Scott Rodolitz. Pizza and 
beer will be provided.  These two occasions are 
very close together and I trust both will be well 
attended, so that Rabbi Loewenthal, Jerry, and 
Scott can all say kaddish for their fathers. We 
are CAA and we show up!

A Tu B’Shevat Seder, celebrating the New Year 
for Trees, will take place during religious school 
on January 28th.  This day provides us with 
an opportunity for ecological awareness. Some 
people plant trees in Israel at this time or partic-
ipate in an activity to preserve the environment.

There are two adult education offerings in 
February that you won't want to miss! On 
February 3rd, Rabbi Loewenthal will provide us 
with an “Introduction to Piyyutim.” Piyyutim 
are Jewish poems, often set to music.  With our 
Rabbi as our guide, we are sure to be in for a 
rich, musical experience.

On February 21st, a new member of our Board 
of Directors and Margo’s mom, Jennifer Cohen, 
will be offering a workshop entitled, "Jewish 
Artists and Abstract Expressionism." Join us as 
we explore the concept of “Jewish art.”

As you can see, there are many options to 
choose from at CAA this winter. Brave the cold 
and come connect with our warm and welcom-
ing community! 

Kol tuv,

Warmest regards,
Ronnie Brown, President 
ronniembrown@gmail.com

Join Rabbi Loewenthal and Dale Rosenberg for 
the Parasha of the Week
On every Sunday that Religious School is in 
session, Rabbi Loewenthal and Dale Rosenberg 
lead a study session.  We look at the Parasha of 
the Week – the Torah portion we will be read-
ing on the coming Shabbat.  Reading the text in 
Hebrew or English, we discuss interpretations, 
both traditional and academic.  It’s a fine way to 
spend the early afternoon.  

No previous text knowledge or Hebrew reading 
is required, and drop ins are always welcome.  
From 12:30 until 2:00 pm.  Light refreshments 
are provided.

Introduction to Piyyutim with  
Rabbi Loewenthal  
Saturday, February 3 at 7:00 pm
Piyyutim (singular is piyyut) are Jewish reli-
gious poems, often set to music.  Although the 
piyyut began very early in Jewish history, this 
art form truly came into its own during the 
Medieval period, particularly on the Iberian 
peninsula.  Cross-cultural sharing during the 
Jewish Golden Age in Spain gave Jewish poets 
access to new forms of poetry, new ways of 
looking at texts, and new musical forms, as 
well.  The classic piyyut often combines mys-
tical imagery with figurative use of biblical 
quotes and secret coded acronyms.  

Join Rabbi Loewenthal to learn all about the 
Piyyut.  You’ll get to hear some of the beautiful 
melodies connected to medieval piyyutim that 
are still sung in synagogues all over the world, 
and learn to understand the biblical citations 
embedded in the poems.  An evening not to be 
missed!  
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ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue. Patronize our advertisers! 

Saturday Night at the Movies – the CAA Movie 
Club
Once a month we get together for a Jewish-
themed film and discussion over popcorn and 
other snacks.  After brief framing comments 
we watch a movie, followed by group discus-
sion.  It’s an enjoyable social evening and often 
a chance to learn something new, as well.

The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel 
Saturday, January 20 at 7:00 pm 

Our January offering is a little different.  It’s 
not a film for theatrical release but an Amazon 
Prime original series.  Taking place in 1958, 
“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel“ is a slice of New 
York Jewish life at a time when all the rules 
are about to change.  What the Coen brothers’ 
“Inside Llewyn Davis” did for folk music, this 
series does for stand-up comedy.  Focusing on 
Midge Maisel, a housewife with two kids whose 
husband just left her for his secretary, director 
Amy Sherman-Palladino gives us a picture of 
Jewish comics just as stand-up comedy started 
to become more edgy, more daring, more rel-
evant.  Midge, who never thought beyond mar-
riage and family, finds herself part of that new 
comic scene.  Like Lenny Bruce (who is a char-
acter in the series), she succeeds not because she 
shocks, but because her talent is huge enough to 
make shocking, edgy humor truly funny.  She’s 
part Joan Rivers, part Sarah Silverman, and 
always wholly herself.  The show is funny and 
witty and a true-down-to-all-the details period 
piece.  It’s worth it for the music and the clothes 
alone.  But there’s so much more to like about 
this, yes, marvelous series.

We’ll watch the first two episodes together and 
then we can plan a watching party for the other 
episodes, if there’s interest.  Join us at 7:00.  
We’ll provide popcorn and other snacks.  There 
will be brief framing comments, the film view-
ing, and a discussion afterwards. 
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Lenny! 
February 24 at 7:00 pm

Our January viewing showed the exciting and 
effervescent side of the new comedy of the late 
fifties and early sixties.  In February, we’ll see 
the dark side.  Bob Fosse’s “Lenny!” starring 
Dustin Hoffman as Lenny Bruce and Valerie 
Perrine as his wife, Honey, is a portrait of a 
man with huge talent but tortured by internal 
demons.  In one of Dustin Hoffman’s best per-
formances, we see Bruce’s wit and charm and 
his tendency for self-destructiveness in sharp 
relief.  You laughed with Mrs. Maisel.  Now 
cry with Lenny.  Between the two, let’s think 
about and discuss what American Jewish com-
edy contributed to the vast cultural and social 
changes of the 1960s.

Join us at 7:00.  We’ll provide popcorn and 
other snacks.  There will be brief framing com-
ments, the film viewing, and a discussion after-
wards. 

Saturday Night at the Movies is free to CAA 
members.  Non-members are asked to provide 
a $5 donation to defray costs of refreshment 
and film rental or purchase.

Learn More About Jewish Artists and Abstract 
Expressionism with Jennifer Cohen  
Wednesday, February 21 at 7:00 pm
Many have noted that Jewish artists are dis-
proportionately represented in the Abstract 
Expressionist movement. We will look at some 
paintings by renowned Jewish painters, and 
talk a bit about the artists and the aesthetics 
of Abstract Expressionism. We will ask (but 
not answer!) some questions such as: 'Is there 
a Jewish art?' through the writings of Harold 
Rosenberg and others.  Join us for this fascinat-
ing talk and a chance to look at works of art 
with new eyes.

The multitalented Jennifer Cohen is member of 
CAA, and a Public Defender in Newport, NH.  
She has a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the 
School of the Museum of Fine Art, Boston and 
Tufts University, as well as a Juris Doctorate 
from Fordham University School of Law in 
NYC.

The CAA Book Club Returns
Book: The Secret Chord by Geraldine Brooks 
Wednesday, January 24 at 7:00 pm

The CAA Book Club returns in 
January with the latest novel by 
Pulitzer Prize winning Geraldine 
Brooks.  In The Secret Chord she 
reimagines the life of King David, 
portraying a very real and com-
pelling character with all the 
flaws and strengths glimpsed in 

the biblical narrative.  The Boston Globe review 
of this novel said, “There’s something border-
ing on the supernatural about Geraldine Brooks.  
She seems able to transport herself back to ear-
lier time periods, to time travel.  Sometimes, 
reading her work, she draws you so thoroughly 
into another era that you swear she’s actually 
lived in it.  With sensory acuity and a deep and 
complex understanding of emotional states, she 
conjures up the way we lived then…. Brooks 
has humanized the king and cleverly added 
a modern perspective to our understanding 
of him… [Her] vision of the biblical world is 
enrapturing.”

The CAA Library has multiple copies and this 
is a quick read.  We’ll meet on Wednesday, 
January 24 at 7:00 to discuss it.  You’ll never see 
King David in the same light again!
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Camp JRF is now Camp Havaya
Camp Havaya is all about the joy of summer 
camp… with the freedom to be who you truly 
are.

In our incredibly diverse and accepting com-
munity, all kids—no matter their race, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, family structure, or 
Jewish background—are more than welcomed. 
They’re celebrated! With so many activities—
from the high-ropes challenge course to learn-
ing a new song, from the trampoline in our lake 
to any number of sports—the biggest challenge 
at Camp Havaya is figuring out what’s the most 
fun!

Camp Havaya is located on 120 acres of beauti-
fully wooded land in the Pocono Mountains 
of Pennsylvania. The Aaron and Marjorie 
Ziegelman Campus has a kosher kitchen, heat-
ed six-lane swimming pool, private pond, arts 
center, indoor/outdoor theater, multiple athletic 
fields and courts, high and low ropes courses, 
fully equipped Wellness Center, and streams 
and hiking trails throughout the property.

Younger campers live in cabins with bunk beds, 
cubbies, toilets, sinks, and showers. Harim 
campers live in the one-of-a-kind Eco-Village, 
comprised of colorful and spacious yurts, a 
“green” bath house, and plenty of space to hang 
out. Designed with camper involvement and 
a keen understanding of our values and teens’ 
need for independence, the Village is truly a 
highlight of Camp.

Camp Havaya is now accepting applications 
for the 2018 summer season. Visit: http://www.
camphavaya.org for detailed information and 
photos. There is already a waiting list for some 
units and sessions.  Scholarships are available. 

Incentive Grants Available for Jewish Summer 
Camp
The Jewish Federation of New Hampshire, in 
partnership with The Foundation for Jewish 
Camp (www.OneHappyCamper.org), is offer-
ing a limited number of grants for first-time 
campers attending a Jewish summer camp. The 
amount of individual grants may vary depend-
ing upon the total number of applicants. 

We know that no experience is more power-
ful, thrilling, or transformative than Jewish 
overnight camp. Specific memories may 
vary—camp-wide Maccabiah games, self-
made pottery coming out of the kiln, a hike 
ending around a campfire, challenge of the 
ropes course, the lakeside Shabbat—but all 
Jewish camps create life-long friendships and 
unbreakable bonds to Judaism and the Jewish 
Community. 

Children with pivotal Jewish experiences 
become adults who value their Jewish heritage, 
support Jewish causes, and take on leadership 
roles in their communities. For these reasons, 
the JFNH has committed to this exciting initia-
tive. 

Nearby Camps included in the list are:
• Camp Bauercrest, Amesbury, MA
• Camp Kingswood, Bridgton, ME
• Camp Ramah in New England, Palmer, MA
• Camp Yavneh, Nottingham, NH
• Camp Young Judaea, Amherst, NH
• Cohen Camps
• Camp Avoda, Middleboro MA
• Camp Jori, Wakefield RI
• Camp Hadar Day Camp, Salem NH
Applications will be considered on a rolling 
basis as long as money is available. Please 
apply early!  Apply online:  
www.onehappycamper.org.

If you have questions, please contact Nancy 
Frankel: corkyatcf@aol.com or (603) 472-3983.
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Presented by the Kapiloff Family

For the past eighteen years, the Ed 
Kapiloff Youth Scholarship has provided 
one annual scholarship for a child or chil-
dren of synagogue members to attend a 
Jewish summer camp.

Applicants are invited to send a written 
request to Rabbi Loewenthal telling why a 
Jewish summer camp experience would be 
meaningful and how it could help them to 
better serve their synagogue and commu-
nity.  Parental help with the letter of appli-
cation is acceptable.

•  You must choose a Jewish camp such 
as Camp Havaya (formerly JRF), Camp 
Eisner or one of similar cost.  You may 
attend a camp affiliated with any of the 
movements, in any location.

•  The Scholarship will be based on need 
and requires community service to the 
synagogue or community.

•  Your family must be a member in good 
standing of Congregation Ahavas Achim.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Rabbi Loewenthal at 352-6747, or  
rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com.

The Annebelle and Arnold Cohen Camperships 
Are Now Available
For many years the Cohen family has been an 
integral part of Jewish life in New Hampshire 
and the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire is 
delighted that they have chosen to help honor 
this legacy of community commitment by help-
ing more children attend Jewish summer camp. 
The Annebelle and Arnold Cohen Camperships 
is a needs-based program which will allow 
a limited number of Jewish children in New 
Hampshire to attend one of the three wonderful 
Jewish overnight camps run by the non-profit 
Eli and Bessie Cohen Camps organization: 
Camp Pembroke, Camp Tel Noar and Camp 
Tevya.

The Arnold and Annebelle Cohen Camperships 
provide a 1/3 discount for the cost of attend-
ing one of their three camps, for one child. 
Applicants should be prepared to provide 
financial information, as requested, as this is a 
need-based program.

The Cohen Camps include Camp Tevya, a large 
co-ed overnight camp located in Brookline, NH, 
the slightly smaller co-ed overnight Camp Tel 
Noar in Hampstead, NH and Camp Pembroke, 
an overnight camp for girls in Pembroke, MA.  
For more information about each of the Cohen 
Camps: http://www.cohencamps.org/camps/let-
us-help-you-choose.

If you have questions, please contact Nancy 
Frankel, Camp Grant Chair:  corkyatcf@aol.com 
or (603) 472-3983.
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Cleaning and Restoration 

Services

Mark Your Calendars Now – Nathan E. Cohen 
Lecture Series Returns
The Nathan E. Cohen Lecture Series provides 
lectures to the public, held on Sunday after-
noons at Congregation Ahavas Achim. These 
programs are free of charge and presented in 
memory of Arthur Cohen’s father.  The lectures 
cover both Jewish and non-Jewish topics and 
are sustained through donations.

March 11: We will host a Living History pro-
gram.  Historian/actress Deborah Anne Goss 
will perform in the persona of 19th century 
New Hampshire anti-slavery and women’s 
rights activist Abby Hutchinson Patton.  She’ll 
tell stories and teach songs illustrating the abo-
litionist and women’s suffrage movements.  It’s 
bound to be an educational and entertaining 
afternoon.

April 8: Makhela, the Jewish Chorus of Western 
Massachusetts, returns to CAA for a concert/
lecture.  Our own Lainee Ginsberg directs the 
chorus.  She’ll regale us with beautiful choral 
music and her very informative introductions to 
the pieces.

Nathan E. Cohen lectures are held at 3:00 pm in 
the Sanctuary at CAA.  After the program, there 
is always an opportunity to eat and socialize.

New – The Irving and Bernice Singer Israel 
Experience Program for Teens
The Israel Experience is an exciting teen 
initiative of the Jewish Federation of New 
Hampshire. It is based on the guiding principle 
that continuing Jewish education linked with 
a peer trip to Israel will forge a strong Jewish 
identity in the hearts and minds of youth. 

The Jewish Federation of New Hampshire 
strongly believes that a young adult peer travel 
experience to Israel is a fundamental education-
al opportunity in American Jewish communal 
life. 

Funding for this program comes in part from 
the Irving and Bernice Singer Israel Experience 
Fund of the Jewish Federation Foundation. 

• Up to $1,000 is available to any Jewish teen 
entering 11th or 12th grades who lives in NH or 
whose family belongs to a NH Jewish congrega-
tion for a peer trip to Israel that is a minimum 
of 3 weeks. The grant is not based on financial 
need. Teens participating in Gap years or Peer 
programs are also eligible.

• This amount is increased to up to $1,800 
for students who have continued with Hebrew 
High School through 10th grade or have com-
pleted their own synagogue’s high school pro-
gram.

Application is for all trips between June 2018 
and May 2019.  Applications will be considered 
as they are received as long as funding is avail-
able.  

For more information see the Jewish Federation 
of New Hampshire website:  www.jewishnh.
org.
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Simchas for January/February
Birthdays
Molly Burman ........................... January 8
Charles Schadick  ...................... January 8
Hayden August  ........................ January 9
Scott Friedman ........................... January 9
Joel Mark Cohen  ...................... January 19
Jack Tenofsky  ............................ January 25
Ethan Bettinger  ......................... January 29
Rachel Silberstein  ..................... January 30
Solomon Silberstein  ................. January 30
Jan Cohen  .................................. January 31
Noah Carmel  ............................ February 2

Susan Weller  ............................. February 9
Thomas Judd ............................. February 17
Joseph Steinfield  ....................... February 19
Michael Fish ............................... February 20
Kathi Borden  ............................. February 21
Sophia Domitrovich  ................. February 26
Maya-Grace Ginsberg  .............. February 28

Anniversaries
David & Nancy Stone  .............. February 26

Highlights of CAA Board Meetings
November 8 & December 13, 2017 Meetings 
Religious School. During fall semester students 
in the religious school have been studying mys-
tics. The figures that they are studying include 
Rabbi Akiba, Isaac Luria, Rebbe Nachman, the 
Baal Shem Tov, Abraham Joshua Heschel, Rav 
Cook, and Elijah.  The Jewish Federation of 
New Hampshire’s Shlicha Noam Wolf visited 
the religious school during the first weekend of 
December. She started her “Trip to Israel” cur-
riculum. 

Torah Trope Lessons. Rabbi Loewenthal is 
teaching trope to B’nai Mitzvot students on 
Thursdays at 4:30 pm. Adults who are interest-
ed in joining them should contact the rabbi. 

Holiday Packages for College Students. 
Congregations can pay the Jewish 
Reconstructionist Communities to send their 
college students Hanukkah and Pesach pack-
ages. It costs $18/year/ student for gift boxes. 
CAA’s intentional budgeting for this could be 
a way of keeping young adults engaged with 
their Jewish identities. Families with college stu-
dents who would be interested in receiving the 

Shlicha Noam Wolf - a resource provided by Jewish Federation of New Hampshire, spent an early December weekend 
with us at CAA. We were delighted to have her with us! She added extra musicality to our Shabbat service, participat-
ed in a Saturday morning hike up Gap Mountain, and then gave a beautiful concert on Saturday evening. On Sunday, 
Noam took our Religious School students and their teachers (and some curious parents) on a virtual "Trip to Israel". 
We look forward to having Noam with us again as we travel to another part of Israel! Thank You JFNH!
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gift baskets should contact the CAA 
office. 

Associate Memberships. The Board 
of Directors voted to add associ-
ate membership for families or 
individuals, who live outside of a 
50 miles radius from CAA, to our 
other types of membership (family, 
single, senior) at a suggested dues 
of $270. 

Investment Policy. Paul Bieber, 
David Kochman, and Ronnie Brown 
met with CAA’s investment advi-
sors to discuss the old and outdated 
investment policy. The Board voted 
to approve an updated policy. The 
Finance Committee will meet with 
the investment manager biennially 
to discuss the performance of the 
investments and to maintain adher-
ence to our policy. 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Communities Presidents’ Forum. 
CAA president Ronnie Brown par-
ticipated in the JRC New England 
Presidents’ Forum phone meeting 
on October 25. This allowed her to 
strengthen connections with other 
JRC-affiliated synagogues in New 
England, especially those of a simi-
lar size to CAA.  The presidents dis-
cussed challenges such as funding 
High Holy Day services and getting 
new people to volunteer in their 
communities. 

Website Usage Statistics. Both 
unique visitors and visits were up 
again in November. Here is a sum-
mary of the three months we've had 
statistics: September had 879 unique 
visits and 1,143 visits, October had 
891 unique visitors and 1,137 visits, 
and November had 971 unique visi-
tors and 1,186 visits. 

The Rabbi’s Contract. Contract 
negotiations between Rabbi 
Loewenthal and the Board of 
Directors continues to move for-
ward. 

Yahrzeits for January/February
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
1/1 Gene Schapiro 14 Tevet     12/29
1/2 Louis Reisig 15 Tevet    12/29
1/5 William A.Namenson 18 Tevet 1/5
1/6  Joseph Hennigar 19 Tevet    1/5
1/6 Sydney Sharpe 19 Tevet 1/5
1/7     Herbert Loewenthal 20 Tevet    1/5    
1/10 Julia Andrews 23 Tevet      1/5
1/11 Edwin Kaufman  24 Tevet        1/5
1/15 Etta Kapiloff  28 Tevet       1/12 
1/15 Carol Norma Tratt 28 Tevet 1/12
1/16 Samuel J. Cohn 29 Tevet 1/12
1/16    Michael New  29 Tevet        1/12
1/19     Fanny Andrews  3 Shevat       1/19
1/19 Samuel Brownstein 3 Shevat 1/19 
1/21 Ida Kaplan Stone  5 Shevat        1/19
1/22 Bernard O. Weiss 6 Shevat 1/19
1/23     Hyman Butler  7 Shevat        1/19
1/24     Kenneth L. Broad  8 Shevat      1/19
1/24 Nehemia Press 8 Shevat 1/19
1/25 Esther Bernstein  9 Shevat        1/19
1/25     Florence Lipsky  9 Shevat        1/19
1/25 Sydney Robins  9 Shevat  1/19
1/26     Leonard Kapiloff  10 Shevat       1/26
1/26     Miriam Peller Rhodes 10 Shevat    1/26
1/28 Norman Aliber 12 Shevat 1/26
1/28     Mollie Buckowsky  12 Shevat        1/26
1/29     Jules Shapiro  13 Shevat       1/26
1/30 Esther Chorney Cushner 14 Shevat 1/26
1/30     H. Herbert Fox 14 Shevat        1/26
2/1 Morris Fox  16 Shevat        1/26
2/3      William Gale  18 Shevat        2/2
2/5     Ruth Cohen  20 Shevat       2/2
2/5 David Kacenek 20 Shevat 2/2
2/5     Sheila Tenofsky  20 Shevat      2/2
2/7 Harry Freedman 22 Shevat 2/2
2/7     Jack Kaplan  22 Shevat        2/2
2/7 Terri Lipman 22 Shevat 2/2
2/9 Meyer Kaplan  24 Shevat        2/9
2/11 Eve Reisig  26 Shevat      2/9
2/15  Sylvia Cooper (Rosenberg)  30 Shevat  2/9
2/15 Abraham Rubin Quint 30 Shevat 2/9
2/16  Louis Andrews  1 Adar  2/16
2/16  Lester Bieber  1 Adar  2/16
2/16 Jacob Lichman 1 Adar 2/16
2/17 Ida Aliber 2 Adar 2/16
2/17 Deborah (Dolly) Cohen  2 Adar 2/16
2/20    Mollie Hanan 5 Adar  2/16
2/20    Eric Komitzsky 5 Adar  2/16
2/21    Norman Harold Brown 6 Adar  2/16
2/23    Harry Krugman 8 Adar  2/23
2/24    Pauline Krugman 9 Adar  2/23
2/24    Gordon David Stone 9 Adar  2/23
2/25    Moritz Lowy 10 Adar  2/23
2/26    Mildred Weber Brown 11 Adar  2/23
2/26    Marcia Tenofsky Riendeau 11 Adar  2/23
2/28    George Andrews 13 Adar  2/23

Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.
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Cycle of Life
Our Condolences to:
The Weinrieb family on the 
passing of Jerome J. Weinrieb, 
z"l, on December 9th, at 
Maplewood Nursing Home, 
after a period of declining health.  Jerry lived 
life to the fullest and accomplished much in his 
93 years. He and Rose were among the longest 
active members of Congregation Ahavas Achim.

Donations
General Fund
The New Hampshire Trust Company - in  
memory of Steven Cohen
Randy & Marilyn Grant - in memory of Jerry 
Weinrieb
Lester & Norma Cohen - in memory of Jerry 
Weinrieb
Elisabeth Bartashevich - in memory of Steven 
Cohen and Jerry Weinrieb
Beverly Shore - in memory of Jerry Weinrieb
Beverly B. Mowbray - in memory of Jerry 
Weinrieb
Greg & Kim Curry - in memory of Jerry 
Weinrieb
Salana Blake - in memory of Jerry Weinrieb
Robin Christopherson & James Devine, II - in 
memory of Jerry Weinrieb
Evelyn Hubal - in memory of Jerry Weinrieb

Celebrate a SimChah by PurChaSing a leaf on 
our tree of life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf.

 lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV

Joel Bassett - in memory of Jerry Weinrieb 
Frederick & Harriet Norris - in memory of Jerry 
Weinrieb
Allison Bedwinek - in memory of Jerry Weinrieb
John Ingwersen - in memory of Jerry Weinrieb

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Pat & Stephen Weiner - in appreciation of the 
honor of dressing the Torah on Rosh Hashanah
Roxanne Glaser - in appreciation of the hospi-
tality on Yom Kippur
The Koenig Family - in appreciation of the hos-
pitality during Rabbi Maurice Harris' weekend 
visit

Nathan E. Cohen Memorial Lecture Series
Michael and Patti Schuman - in memory of 
Steven Cohen
Amber Bell - in memory of Steven Cohen and 
David Green 
Amber Bell - in honor of Jerry Weinrieb
DL "Dolly" Cohen - in memory of Steven Cohen

Torah Repair Fund
Laura Broad - in memory of Jerry Weinrieb

Florence Aliber Lipsky Scholarship Fund
Dorothy Sacks 

Oneg Fund
Guy & Laurie Burman - in memory of Guy's 
father's yahrzeit
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

Monadnock OB GYN Associates, P.A.
Charles J. Seigel, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.

Fletcher R. Wilson, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.G.
Heather L. Arel., M.S.N., A.R.N.P.

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY

454 Old Street Road, STE. 302
Peterborough, New Hampshire 03458

Keene office hours available.

www.monadnockobgyn.com

APPOINTMENTS
603-924-9444

BILLING
603-924-3088


